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[Books] Ancient Christian Martyrdom:
Diverse Practices, Theologies, And Traditions
(The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library)
If you ally dependence such a referred Ancient Christian Martyrdom: Diverse Practices, Theologies, and
Traditions (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) book that will have the funds for you worth,
acquire the completely best seller from us currently from several preferred authors. If you desire to
entertaining books, lots of novels, tale, jokes, and more fictions collections are moreover launched, from best
seller to one of the most current released.
You may not be perplexed to enjoy every ebook collections Ancient Christian Martyrdom: Diverse Practices,
Theologies, and Traditions (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) that we will certainly offer. It is not a
propos the costs. Its practically what you habit currently. This Ancient Christian Martyrdom: Diverse Practices,
Theologies, and Traditions (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library), as one of the most lively sellers here
will utterly be along with the best options to review.

the traditional understanding of the spread of
Christianity.
Ancient Christian Martyrdom-Candida R.
Moss 2012-06-26 The importance of martyrdom
for the spread of Christianity in the first
centuries of the Common Era is a question of
enduring interest. In this innovative new study,
Candida Moss offers a radically new history of
martyrdom in the first and second centuries that
challenges traditional understandings of the
spread of Christianity and rethinks the nature of
Christian martyrdom itself. Martyrdom, Moss
shows, was not a single idea, theology, or
practice: there were diverse perspectives and
understandings of what it meant to die for Christ.
Beginning with an overview of ancient Greek,
Roman, and Jewish ideas about death, Moss
demonstrates that there were many cultural
contexts within which early Christian views of
martyrdom were very much at home. She then
shows how distinctive and diverging theologies of
martyrdom emerged in different ancient
congregations. In the process she reexamines the
authenticity of early Christian stories about
martyrs and calls into question the dominant
scholarly narrative about the spread of
martyrdom in the ancient world.

Ancient Christian Martyrdom-Candida R.
Moss 2012-06-26 Using perspectives on death
from ancient Greek, Roman and Jewish
traditions, a theology professor discusses the
history of Christian martyrdom and challenges

The Other Christs-Candida R. Moss 2010-05-24
Moss begins by tracing the theme of imitating
Jesus through suffering in the literature of the
Jesus movement and early church and its
application in martyrdom literature. She
demonstrates the importance of imitating the
sufferings of Christ as a practice and ethos in the
Jesus movement. She then proceeds to the
interpretations of the martyr's death and
afterlife, arguing against the dominant theory
that the martyr's death was viewed as a sacrifice,
and finding that in their post-mortem existence
martyrs continue to be assimilated to Christ,
closely resembling the exalted Christ as
intercessors, judges, enthroned monarchs and
banqueters.

Witness of the Body-Michael L. Budde
2011-04-12 In an age of suicide bombers and
paranoid political rhetoric, the concept of
martyrdom can make ordinary Christians
uncomfortable, filled at once with fascination and
with dread. Christian martyrdom may seem like
something far removed from common experience
something only from long ago (in gruesome
stories of ancient saints and Roman lions) or far
away (in troubled Africa or Central Asia or the
war-torn Middle East). In this volume, however,
twelve scholars from across academic disciplines
demystify Christian martyrdom and resituate it
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within the everyday practices of the church.
Beginning with the persecution of early
Christians by the Roman Empire, Witness of the
Body explores the place of martyrdom in the
church through all ages and into the future.
Combining expert historical studies with clearheaded analysis, these chapters will help
Christians better understand Christian
martyrdom not as a quick ticket to heaven or a
cheap political ploy not as something mystically
distant from everyday life but, rather, as the firm
and faithful witness of Christ s church in a hostile
world.

The Myth of Persecution-Candida Moss
2013-03-05 In The Myth of Persecution, Candida
Moss, a leading expert on early Christianity,
reveals how the early church exaggerated,
invented, and forged stories of Christian martyrs
and how the dangerous legacy of a martyrdom
complex is employed today to silence dissent and
galvanize a new generation of culture warriors.
According to cherished church tradition and
popular belief, before the Emperor Constantine
made Christianity legal in the fourth century,
early Christians were systematically persecuted
by a brutal Roman Empire intent on their
destruction. As the story goes, vast numbers of
believers were thrown to the lions, tortured, or
burned alive because they refused to renounce
Christ. These saints, Christianity's inspirational
heroes, are still venerated today. Moss, however,
exposes that the "Age of Martyrs" is a
fiction—there was no sustained 300-year-long
effort by the Romans to persecute Christians.
Instead, these stories were pious exaggerations;
highly stylized rewritings of Jewish, Greek, and
Roman noble death traditions; and even forgeries
designed to marginalize heretics, inspire the
faithful, and fund churches. The traditional story
of persecution is still taught in Sunday school
classes, celebrated in sermons, and employed by
church leaders, politicians, and media pundits
who insist that Christians were—and always will
be—persecuted by a hostile, secular world. While
violence against Christians does occur in select
parts of the world today, the rhetoric of
persecution is both misleading and rooted in an
inaccurate history of the early church. Moss
urges modern Christians to abandon the
conspiratorial assumption that the world is out to
get Christians and, rather, embrace the
consolation, moral instruction, and spiritual
guidance that these martyrdom stories provide.

Martyrdom and Memory-Elizabeth Anne
Castelli 2004 Utilising a wide range of early
sources, this title identifies the roots of the
concept of Christian martyrdom, as lloking at
how it has been expressed in events such as the
shootings at Columbine High School in 1999.

Reconceiving Infertility-Candida R. Moss
2015-08-21 A more complete picture of how
procreation and childlessness are depicted in the
Bible In the Book of Genesis, the first words God
speaks to humanity are "Be fruitful and multiply."
From ancient times to today, these words have
been understood as a divine command to
procreate. Fertility is viewed as a sign of
blessedness and moral uprightness, while
infertility is associated with sin and moral failing.
Reconceiving Infertility explores traditional
interpretations such as these, providing a more
complete picture of how procreation and
childlessness are depicted in the Bible. Closely
examining texts and themes from both the
Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, Candida
Moss and Joel Baden offer vital new perspectives
on infertility and the social experiences of the
infertile in the biblical tradition. They begin with
perhaps the most famous stories of infertility in
the Bible—those of the matriarchs Sarah,
Rebekah, and Rachel—and show how the divine
injunction in Genesis is both a blessing and a
curse. Moss and Baden go on to discuss the
metaphorical treatments of Israel as a "barren
mother," the conception of Jesus, Paul's writings
on family and reproduction, and more. They
reveal how biblical views on procreation and
infertility, and the ancient contexts from which
they emerged, were more diverse than we think.
Reconceiving Infertility demonstrates that the
Bible speaks in many voices about infertility, and
lays a biblical foundation for a more supportive
religious environment for those suffering from
infertility today.

Martyrdom: A Very Short Introduction-Jolyon
Mitchell 2012-11-29 Martyrdom is a
controversial topic, with a long history of
provoking fierce debate. In this Very Short
Introduction Jolyon Mitchell provides a historical
analysis to understand the contemporary debates
surrounding martyrdom. Using examples from a
variety of contexts around the world, he explores
how it has evolved, and what it means today.
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Divine Bodies-Candida R. Moss 2019-04-23 A
path-breaking scholar's insightful reexamination
of the resurrection of the body and the
construction of the self When people talk about
the resurrection they often assume that the
bodies in the afterlife will be perfect. But which
version of our bodies gets resurrected--young or
old, healthy or sick, real-to-life or idealized?
What bodily qualities must be recast in heaven
for a body to qualify as both ours and heavenly?
The resurrection is one of the foundational
statements of Christian theology, but when it
comes to the New Testament only a handful of
passages helps us answer the question "What will
those bodies be like?" More problematically, the
selection and interpretation of these texts are
grounded in assumptions about the kinds of
earthly bodies that are most desirable. Drawing
upon previously unexplored evidence in ancient
medicine, philosophy, and culture, this
illuminating book both revisits central texts--such
as the resurrection of Jesus--and mines virtually
ignored passages in the Gospels to show how the
resurrection of the body addresses larger
questions about identity and the self.

Contextualizing Gender in Early Christian
Discourse-Caroline Vander Stichele 2009-08-30
This new textbook outlines a gender-critical
perspective on the New Testament and other
early Christian writings.

From Jesus to Christ-Paula Fredriksen
2008-10-01 "Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant
and enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times
Literary Supplement In this exciting book, Paula
Fredriksen explains the variety of New
Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways
that the new Christian communities interpreted
his mission and message in light of the delay of
the Kingdom he had preached. This edition
includes an introduction reviews the most recent
scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both
history and theology. "Brilliant and lucidly
written, full of original and fascinating
insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the
American Academy of Religion "This is a firstrate work of a first-rate historian."—James D.
Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen confronts
her documents—principally the writings of the
New Testament—as an archaeologist would an
especially rich complex site. With great care she
distinguishes the literary images from historical

fact. As she does so, she explains the images of
Jesus in terms of the strategies and purposes of
the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John."—Thomas D’Evelyn, Christian Science
Monitor

The Darkening Age-Catherine Nixey
2018-04-17 A New York Times Notable Book of
2018 “Searingly passionate…Nixey writes up a
storm. Each sentence is rich, textured, evocative,
felt…[A] ballista-bolt of a book.” —New York
Times Book Review In Harran, the locals refused
to convert. They were dismembered, their limbs
hung along the town’s main street. In Alexandria,
zealots pulled the elderly philosophermathematician Hypatia from her chariot and
flayed her to death with shards of broken
pottery. Not long before, their fellow Christians
had invaded the city’s greatest temple and razed
it—smashing its world-famous statues and
destroying all that was left of Alexandria’s Great
Library. Today, we refer to Christianity’s
conquest of the West as a “triumph.” But this
victory entailed an orgy of destruction in which
Jesus’s followers attacked and suppressed
classical culture, helping to pitch Western
civilization into a thousand-year-long decline.
Just one percent of Latin literature would survive
the purge; countless antiquities, artworks, and
ancient traditions were lost forever. As Catherine
Nixey reveals, evidence of early Christians’
campaign of terror has been hiding in plain sight:
in the palimpsests and shattered statues proudly
displayed in churches and museums the world
over. In The Darkening Age, Nixey resurrects
this lost history, offering a wrenching account of
the rise of Christianity and its terrible cost.

Purity, Community, and Ritual in Early
Christian Literature-Moshe Blidstein
2017-02-14 Purity, Community, and Ritual in
Early Christian Literature investigates the
meaning of purity, purification, defilement, and
disgust for Christian writers, readers, and
listeners from the first to third centuries.
Anthropological and sociological work over the
past decades have demonstrated how purity and
defilement rituals, practices, and discourses
harness the power of a raw emotion in order to
shape and manipulate cultural structures. Moshe
Blidstein builds on such theories to explain how
early Christian writers drew on ancient Jewish
and Greco-Roman traditions on purity and
defilement, using them to create new types of
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community, form Christian identity, and
articulate the relationship between body, sin, and
ritual. Blidstein discusses early Christian purity
issues under several headings: dietary law, death
defilement, purity of the heart, defilement of
outsiders, and purity of the community. Analysis
of the motivations shaping the development of
each area of discourse reveals two major
considerations: polemical and substantive. Thus,
Christian writing on dietary law and death
defilement is essentially polemical, constructing
Christian identity by marking the purity practices
and beliefs of others as false. Concerning the
subjects of baptism, eucharist, and penance,
however, the discourse turns inwards and
becomes more substantive, seeking to create and
maintain theories of ritual and human nature
coherent with the theological principles of the
new religion.

Early Christian Martyr Stories-Bryan M. Litfin
2014-09-30 Personal narratives are powerful
instruments for teaching, both for conveying
information and for forming character. The
martyrdom accounts preserved in the literature
of early Christianity are especially intense and
dramatic. However, these narratives are not
readily available and are often written in
intimidating prose, making them largely
inaccessible for the average reader. This
introductory text brings together key early
Christian martyrdom stories in a single volume,
offering new, easy-to-read translations and
expert commentary. An introduction and
explanatory notes accompany each translation.
The book not only provides a vivid window into
the world of early Christianity but also offers
spiritual encouragement and inspiration for
Christian life today.

Tradition and Diversity-Karen Louise Jolly
2015-02-24 This text is designed to serve as a
primary source reader. It addresses medieval
Christendom in the context of world history. It
combines the traditional approach (the medieval
Christian tradition found in the church hierarchy
and theological development) with the newer
approach to cultural diversity - diversity within
European Christianity (women mystics, heretics,
and popular religion), and diversity without, in a
world context (non-European Christianity and
relations with Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism).

Scenting Salvation-Susan Ashbrook Harvey
2015-08-25 This book explores the role of bodily,
sensory experience in early Christianity (first –
seventh centuries AD) by focusing on the
importance of smell in ancient Mediterranean
culture. Following its legalization in the fourth
century Roman Empire, Christianity cultivated a
dramatically flourishing devotional piety, in
which the bodily senses were utilized as crucial
instruments of human-divine interaction. Rich
olfactory practices developed as part of this shift,
with lavish uses of incense, holy oils, and other
sacred scents. At the same time, Christians
showed profound interest in what smells could
mean. How could the experience of smell be
construed in revelatory terms? What specifically
could it convey? How and what could be known
through smell? Scenting Salvation argues that
ancient Christians used olfactory experience for
purposes of a distinctive religious epistemology:
formulating knowledge of the divine in order to
yield, in turn, a particular human identity. Using
a wide array of Pagan, Jewish, and Christian
sources, Susan Ashbrook Harvey examines the
ancient understanding of smell through religious
rituals, liturgical practices, mystagogical
commentaries, literary imagery, homiletic
conventions; scientific, medical, and
cosmological models; ascetic disciplines,
theological discourse, and eschatological
expectations. In the process, she argues for a
richer appreciation of ancient notions of
embodiment, and of the roles the body might
serve in religion.

The History of the Church-Eusebius of
Caesarea 2019-05-07 "Eusebius of Caesarea's
Ecclesiastical History remains the single most
important source for the history of the first three
centuries of Christianity and stands among the
classics of Western literature. Eusebius's iconic
story of the church's origins, endurance of
persecution, and ultimate triumph, with its cast
of martyrs, heretics, bishops, and emperors, has
profoundly shaped the understanding of
Christianity's past. This fresh new translation,
which includes detailed introductory essays and
explanatory notes, presents Eusebius's work in a
way that is both accessible to new readers and
thought provoking for specialists"--Provided by
publisher.
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unprecedented collection of nearly seventy Late
Antique primary religious texts. These texts--all
in new English translation and many appearing
in English for the first time--represent every
major religious current from the late first century
until the rise of Islam. Produced through the
efforts of thirty-six leading scholars in the field,
they constitute a comprehensive view of religious
practice in Late Antiquity. Religious life and
performance during this period comprised
diverse, often unusual practices. Philosophical
ascent, magic, legal pronouncement,
hymnography, dietary and sexual restriction, and
rhetoric were all part of this deeply fascinating
world. Religious and political identity often
intertwined, as reflected in the Roman
persecution of Christians. And a fluid boundary
between religion and superstition was contested
in daily life. Many practices, including ascetic
training, crossed religious boundaries. Others,
such as "incubation" at specific temples and
certain divination rites, were distinctive practices
of individual groups and orders. Intrinsically
interesting, the practice of religion in the Late
Antique also edifies modern-day religious life. As
this volume shows, the origins of the
contemporary Western religious terrain can be
gleaned in this period. Rabbinic Judaism
flourished and spread. Christianity developed
still-important theological categories and
structures. And even movements that did not
survive intact--such as Neoplatonism and the
once-powerful Manichaean churches--continue to
influence religion today. This rich sourcebook
includes discussions of asceticism, religious
organization, ritual, martyrdom, religion's social
implications, law, and theology. Its unique
emphasis on practice and its inclusion of texts
translated from lesser-known languages advance
the study of religious history in several
directions. A strong interdisciplinary orientation
will reward scholars and students of religion,
theology, gender studies, classical literatures,
and history. Each text is accompanied by an
introduction and a bibliography for further
reading and research, making the book
appropriate for use in any university or seminary
classroom.

Christian Martyrs Under Islam-Christian C.
Sahner 2020-03-31 How did the medieval Middle
East transform from a majority-Christian world to
a majority-Muslim world, and what role did
violence play in this process? Christian Martyrs
under Islam explains how Christians across the

early Islamic caliphate slowly converted to the
faith of the Arab conquerors and how small
groups of individuals rejected this faith through
dramatic acts of resistance, including apostasy
and blasphemy. Using previously untapped
sources in a range of Middle Eastern languages,
Christian Sahner introduces an unknown group
of martyrs who were executed at the hands of
Muslim officials between the seventh and ninth
centuries CE. Found in places as diverse as
Syria, Spain, Egypt, and Armenia, they include
an alleged descendant of Muhammad who
converted to Christianity, high-ranking Christian
secretaries of the Muslim state who viciously
insulted the Prophet, and the children of mixed
marriages between Muslims and Christians.
Sahner argues that Christians never experienced
systematic persecution under the early caliphs,
and indeed, they remained the largest portion of
the population in the greater Middle East for
centuries after the Arab conquest. Still, episodes
of ferocious violence contributed to the spread of
Islam within Christian societies, and memories of
this bloodshed played a key role in shaping
Christian identity in the new Islamic empire.
Christian Martyrs under Islam examines how
violence against Christians ended the age of
porous religious boundaries and laid the
foundations for more antagonistic MuslimChristian relations in the centuries to come.

The Gnostics-David Brakke 2012-09-03 Brakke
writes a pioneering study of the way the demon
role relates to religious thinking and to cultural
anxieties. The author’s sources include
biographies of exceptional monks, collections of
monastic sayings and stories, letters from ascetic
teachers to their disciples, sermons, community
rules, and biblical commentaries. When monks
imagined the resistance that they had to
overcome in cultivating their selves or the
temptation that offered an easier path, they saw
supernatural beings that could take the shapes of
animals, women, boys, and false angels in their
attempts to seduce monks away from their
devotion to God. And when they considered the
inclinations in their own selves that opposed
their best intentions, they concluded that demons
introduced such problematic “thoughts” to their
minds. Although the last twenty years has seen
an explosion of scholarship on early Christian
asceticism, producing brilliant explorations of the
body, sexual renunciation, fasting, and gender,
combat with demons has been left relatively
unexplored.
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Wiley Blackwell Companion to Christian
Martyrdom-Paul Middleton 2020-01-27 A
unique, wide-ranging volume exploring the
historical, religious, cultural, political, and social
aspects of Christian martyrdom Although a wellstudied and researched topic in early
Christianity, martyrdom had become a relatively
neglected subject of scholarship by the latter half
of the 20th century. However, in the years
following the attack on the Twin Towers on
September 11, 2001, the study of martyrdom has
experienced a remarkable resurgence.
Heightened cultural, religious, and political
debates about Islamic martyrdom have, in a large
part, prompted increased interest in the role of
martyrdom in the Christian tradition. The Wiley
Blackwell Companion to Christian Martyrdom is
a comprehensive examination of the phenomenon
from its beginnings to its role in the present day.
This timely volume presents essays written by 30
prominent scholars that explore the fundamental
concepts, key questions, and contemporary
debates surrounding martyrdom in Christianity.
Broad in scope, this volume explores topics
ranging from the origins, influences, and
theology of martyrdom in the early church, with
particular emphasis placed on the Martyr Acts, to
contemporary issues of gender, identity
construction, and the place of martyrdom in the
modern church. Essays address the role of
martyrdom after the establishment of
Christendom, especially its crucial contribution
during and after the Reformation period in the
development of Christian and European nationalbuilding, as well as its role in forming Christian
identities in Asia, Africa, and the Americas. This
important contribution to Christian scholarship:
Offers the first comprehensive reference work to
examine the topic of martyrdom throughout
Christian history Includes an exploration of
martyrdom and its links to traditions in Judaism
and Islam Covers extensive geographical zones,
time periods, and perspectives Provides topical
commentary on Islamic martyrdom and its
parallels to the Christian church Discusses hotly
debated topics such as the extent of the Roman
persecution of early Christians The Wiley
Blackwell Companion to Christian Martyrdom is
an invaluable resource for scholars and students
of religious studies, theology, and Christian
history, as well as readers with interest in the
topic of Christian martyrdom.

Late Ancient Christianity-Virginia Burrus How
has Christianity through the ages actually been
lived and experienced by ordinary Christians? To
address this question, this volume shifts the
focus from various Christian elites, whether
clerical or theological or political, to "average"
people. Centered on the Roman imperial period,
twelve historians search for clues to the everyday
realities of Christians' lives in the era when
Christianity grew from marginal sect to dominant
religion. Popular fiction, childrearing and toys,
rituals of inclusion, veneration of saints and
shunning of heretics, the ascetic impulse, feast
days and festivals--all these and more lend color
and texture to the story of a "people's"
Christianity in this formative stage.

The Triumph of Christianity-Bart D. Ehrman
2018-02-13 The “marvelous” (Reza Aslan,
bestselling author of Zealot), New York Times
bestselling story of how Christianity became the
dominant religion in the West. How did a religion
whose first believers were twenty or so illiterate
day laborers in a remote part of the empire
became the official religion of Rome, converting
some thirty million people in just four centuries?
In The Triumph of Christianity, early Christian
historian Bart D. Ehrman weaves the rigorouslyresearched answer to this question “into a vivid,
nuanced, and enormously readable narrative”
(Elaine Pagels, National Book Award-winning
author of The Gnostic Gospels), showing how a
handful of charismatic characters used a brilliant
social strategy and an irresistible message to win
over hearts and minds one at a time. This
“humane, thoughtful and intelligent” book (The
New York Times Book Review) upends the way
we think about the single most important cultural
transformation our world has ever seen—one that
revolutionized art, music, literature, philosophy,
ethics, economics, and law.

Cambridge History of Christianity: Volume
1, Origins to Constantine-Margaret M.
Mitchell

Marriage and Sexuality in Early ChristianityDavid G. Hunter 2018-05-01 Marriage and
Sexuality in Early Christianity is part of Ad
Fontes: Early Christian Sources, a series
designed to present ancient Christian texts
essential to an understanding of Christian
theology, ecclesiology, and practice. The books in
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the series make the wealth of early Christian
thought available to new generations of students
of theology and provide a valuable resource for
the church. Developed in light of recent patristic
scholarship, the volumes provide a
representative sampling of theological
contributions from both East and West. The
series provides volumes that are relevant for a
variety of courses: from introduction to theology
to classes on doctrine and the development of
Christian thought. The goal of each volume is not
to be exhaustive but rather to be representative
enough to denote for a nonspecialist audience
the multivalent character of early Christian
thought, allowing readers to see how and why
early Christian doctrine and practice developed
the way it did.

Mary, Mother of Martyrs-Kathleen Gallagher
Elkins 2020-10-21 The Virgin Mary has been
idealized as a self-sacriﬁcing mother throughout
Christian history, but she is not the only ancient
maternal ﬁgure whose story is connected to
violent loss. This book examines several ancient
representations of mothers and children in
contexts of sociopolitical violence, demonstrating
that notions of early Christian motherhood, as
today, are contextual and produced for various
political, social, and ethical reasons. In each
chapter, the ancient maternal ﬁgure is
juxtaposed with an example of contemporary
maternal activism to show that maternal selfsacriﬁce can be understood as strategic, varied,
politically charged, and rhetorically flexible.

Torture of the Christian Martyrs-Antonio
Gallonio 2014-03-28 The legendary treatise on
how so many died at the hands of Roman and
Pagan aggressors. In good Catholic fashion, the
work is heavy on the descriptions, showing who
and how and where they died, with attention paid
to each and every sin, in graphic detail... with
loads of illustrations.

Christians did not invent the kiss—Jewish and
pagan literature is filled with references to kisses
between lovers, family members, and individuals
in relationships of power and
subordination—Christians kissed one another in
highly specific settings and in ways that set them
off from the non-Christian population. Christians
kissed each other during prayer, Eucharist,
baptism, and ordination and in connection with
greeting, funerals, monastic vows, and
martyrdom. As Michael Philip Penn shows in
Kissing Christians, this ritual kiss played a key
role in defining group membership and
strengthening the social bond between the
communal body and its individual members.
Kissing Christians presents the first
comprehensive study of the ritual kiss and how
controversies surrounding it became part of
larger debates regarding the internal structure of
Christian communities and their relations with
outsiders. Penn traces how Christian writers
exalted those who kissed only fellow Christians,
proclaimed that Jews did not have a kiss,
prohibited exchanging the kiss with potential
heretics, privileged the confessor's kiss,
prohibited Christian men and women from
kissing each other, and forbade laity from kissing
clergy. Kissing Christians also investigates
connections between kissing and group cohesion,
kissing practices and purity concerns, and how
Christian leaders used the motif of the kiss of
Judas to examine theological notions of loyalty,
unity, forgiveness, hierarchy, and subversion.
Exploring connections between bodies, power,
and performance, Kissing Christians bridges the
gap between cultural and liturgical approaches
to antiquity. It breaks significant new ground in
its application of literary and sociological theory
to liturgical history and will have a profound
impact on these fields.

The Empty Men-Gregory Mobley 2005 Mobley
also offers reflections on the Iron Age theology of
these narratives, with their emphasis on poetic
justice, and on the mythic dimensions of
landscape in these stories."--Jacket.

The Limits of Ancient Christianity-Robert
Austin Markus 1999 Sixteen essays explore the
end of ancient Christianity

Foundations of Christianity-Karl Kautsky 1925

Kissing Christians-Michael Philip Penn
2013-10-09 In the first five centuries of the
common era, the kiss was a distinctive and nearubiquitous marker of Christianity. Although

The Early Christians in Their Own WordsEberhard Arnold 1997 In these firsthand
accounts of the early church, the spirit of
Pentecost burns with prophetic force through the
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fog enveloping the modern church. A clear and
vibrant faith lives on in these writings, providing
a guide for Christians today. Its stark simplicity
and revolutionary fervor will stun those lulled by
conventional Christianity. The Early Christians is
a topically arranged collection of primary
sources. It includes extra-biblical sayings of Jesus
and excerpts from Origen, Tertullian, Polycarp,
Clement of Alexandria, Justin, Irenaeus, Hermas,
Ignatius, and others. Equally revealing material
from pagan contemporaries critics, detractors,
and persecutors is included as well."

Bible Nation-Candida R. Moss 2019-07-16 How
the billionaire owners of Hobby Lobby are
spending hundreds of millions of dollars to make
America a “Bible nation” The Greens of
Oklahoma City—the billionaire owners of the
Hobby Lobby chain of craft stores—are spending
hundreds of millions of dollars in an ambitious
effort to increase the Bible’s influence on
American society. In Bible Nation, Candida Moss
and Joel Baden provide the first in-depth
investigative account of the Greens’ sweeping
Bible projects. Moss and Baden tell the story of
the Greens’ efforts to place a Bible curriculum in
public schools; their rapid acquisition of an
unparalleled collection of biblical antiquities;
their creation of a closely controlled group of
scholars to study and promote the collection; and
their construction of a $500 million Museum of
the Bible in Washington, D.C. Revealing how all
these initiatives promote a very particular set of
beliefs about the Bible, the book raises serious
questions about the trade in biblical antiquities,
the integrity of academic research, and the place
of private belief in public life.

Greek and Latin Narratives about the
Ancient Martyrs-ric Rebillard 2019-08-08 Greek
and Latin Narratives about the Ancient Martyrs
provides a collection, with facing-page
translations, of Greek and Latin Christian martyr
narratives dating from the first four centuries
CE. While Herbert Musurillo's authoritative
collection The Acts of the Martyrs (1972) aimed
to gather the most 'authentic' and 'reliable'
accounts of early Christian martyrdom, Eric
Rebillard argues that modern scholarship instead
calls for texts which attest to the contexts in
which the memories of the martyrs were
constructed. As such, this extensive volume
provides a textual basis for the study of martyr
narratives without making assumptions about

their date of composition or their authenticity. It
focuses on the ancient martyrs executed before
260, and examines which of their texts was
known to Eusebius or to Augustine. Introductions
describe the hagiographical dossier of each
martyr with crucial information about the
manuscript tradition of the different texts and
provide a terminus ante quem for their
composition based only on external evidence.

Bitter Fruit-Claire Jean Kim 2000-01-01 An
examination of escalating conflicts between
Blacks and Koreans in American cities, focusing
on the Flatbush Boycott of 1990. Claire Jean Kim
rejects the idea that Black-Korean conflict
constitutes racial scapegoating and argues
instead that it is a response to white dominance
in society.

God's Last Words-David S. Katz 2004-02-09
This wide-ranging book is an intellectual history
of how informed readers read their Bibles over
the past four hundred years, from the first
translations in the sixteenth century to the
emergence of fundamentalism in the twentieth
century. In an astonishing display of erudition,
David Katz recreates the response of readers
from different eras by examining the horizon of
expectations that provided the lens through
which they read. In the Renaissance, says Katz,
learned men rushed to apply the tools of textual
analysis to the Testaments, fully confident that
God's Word would open up and reveal shades of
further truth. During the English Civil War, there
was a symbiotic relationship between politics and
religion, as the practical application of the
biblical message was hammered out. Science Newtonian and Darwinian, as well as the
emerging disciplines of anthropology,
archaeology, and geology - also had a great
impact on how the Bible was received. The rise of
the novel and the development of a concept of
authorial copyright were other factors that
altered readers' experience. Katz discusses all of
these and more, concluding with the growth of
fundamentalism in America, which broug

Christianity, Empire, and the Making of
Religion in Late Antiquity-Jeremy M. Schott
2013-04-23 In Christianity, Empire, and the
Making of Religion in Late Antiquity, Jeremy M.
Schott examines the ways in which conflicts
between Christian and pagan intellectuals over
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religious, ethnic, and cultural identity
contributed to the transformation of Roman
imperial rhetoric and ideology in the early fourth
century C.E. During this turbulent period, which
began with Diocletian's persecution of the
Christians and ended with Constantine's
assumption of sole rule and the consolidation of a
new Christian empire, Christian apologists and
anti-Christian polemicists launched a number of
literary salvos in a battle for the minds and souls
of the empire. Schott focuses on the works of the
Platonist philosopher and anti- Christian
polemicist Porphyry of Tyre and his Christian
respondents: the Latin rhetorician Lactantius,
Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, and the emperor
Constantine. Previous scholarship has tended to
narrate the Christianization of the empire in
terms of a new religion's penetration and
conquest of classical culture and society. The
present work, in contrast, seeks to suspend the
static, essentializing conceptualizations of
religious identity that lie behind many studies of
social and political change in late antiquity in
order to investigate the processes through which
Christian and pagan identities were constructed.
Drawing on the insights of postcolonial discourse
analysis, Schott argues that the production of
Christian identity and, in turn, the construction
of a Christian imperial discourse were intimately
and inseparably linked to the broader politics of
Roman imperialism.

Evil, Spirits, and Possession-David L Bradnick
2017-08-28 In Evil, Spirits, and Possession: An
Emergentist Theology of the Demonic David
Bradnick suggests that the demonic arises from
evolutionary processes and manifests as nonpersonal emergent forces that influence humans
to initiate and execute nefarious activities.

Proverbs 1-9-Michael V. Fox 2000

The Rise of Christianity-Rodney Stark
2020-06-23 The idea that Christianity started as
a clandestine movement among the poor is a
widely accepted notion. Yet it is one of many
myths that must be discarded if we are to

understand just how a tiny messianic movement
on the edge of the Roman Empire became the
dominant faith of Western civilization. In a fastpaced, highly readable book that addresses
beliefs as well as historical facts, Rodney Stark
brings a sociologist's perspective to bear on the
puzzle behind the success of early Christianity.
He comes equipped not only with the logic and
methods of social science but also with insights
gathered firsthand into why people convert and
how new religious groups recruit members. He
digs deep into the historical evidence on many
issues--such as the social background of
converts, the mission to the Jews, the status of
women in the church, the role of martyrdom--to
provide a vivid and unconventional account of
early Christianity. The author plots the most
plausible curve of Christian growth from the year
40 to 300. By the time of Constantine,
Christianity had become a considerable force,
with growth patterns very similar to those of
modern-day successful religious movements. An
unusual number of Christian converts, for
example, came from the educated, cosmopolitan
classes. Because it offered a new perspective on
familiar concepts and was not linked to ethnicity,
Christianity had a large following among persons
seeking to assimilate into the dominant culture,
mainly Hellenized Jews. The oversupply of
women in Christian communities--due partly to
the respect and protection they received--led to
intermarriages with pagans, hence more
conversions, and to a high fertility rate. Stark
points out, too, the role played by selflessness
and faith. Amidst the epidemics, fires, and other
disasters that beleaguered Greco-Roman cities,
Christian communities were a stronghold of
mutual aid, which resulted in a survival rate far
greater than that of the pagans. In the meantime,
voluntary martyrdom, especially a generation
after the death of Christ, reinforced the
commitment of the Christian rank and file. What
Stark ultimately offers is a multifaceted portrait
of early Christianity, one that appeals to practical
reasoning, historical curiosity, and personal
reflection.
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