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pound mass of biological matter locked in the dark, silent fortress of the
skull produce the extraordinary multi-sensory experience that comprises us,
while also constructing reality and guiding us through the endless need to
make decisions and determine our judgments and into a future that we are
convinced we are shaping? David Eagleman compares the brain to a
cityscape with different neighborhoods where neural networks vie for
supremacy and determine our behavior in ways we are not always aware or
in control of. At the same time, he suggests that the brain works as a
storyteller--creating a narrative that allows us to navigate and make sense
of a world that it is busy constructing for us"--

Sum-David Eagleman 2009-02-10 At once funny, wistful and unsettling,
Sum is a dazzling exploration of unexpected afterlives—each presented as a
vignette that offers a stunning lens through which to see ourselves in the
here and now. In one afterlife, you may find that God is the size of a microbe
and unaware of your existence. In another version, you work as a
background character in other people’s dreams. Or you may find that God is
a married couple, or that the universe is running backward, or that you are
forced to live out your afterlife with annoying versions of who you could
have been. With a probing imagination and deep understanding of the
human condition, acclaimed neuroscientist David Eagleman offers
wonderfully imagined tales that shine a brilliant light on the here and now.

The Runaway Species-David Eagleman 2017-10-10 “The authors look at
art and science together to examine how innovations—from Picasso’s
initially offensive paintings to Steve Jobs’s startling iPhone—build on what
already exists and rely on three brain operations: bending, breaking and
blending. This manifesto . . . shows how both disciplines foster creativity.”
—The Wall Street Journal The Runaway Species is a deep dive into the
creative mind, a celebration of the human spirit, and a vision of how we can
improve our future by understanding and embracing our ability to innovate.
David Eagleman and Anthony Brandt seek to answer the question: what lies
at the heart of humanity’s ability—and drive—to create? Our ability to
remake our world is unique among all living things. But where does our
creativity come from, how does it work, and how can we harness it to
improve our lives, schools, businesses, and institutions? Eagleman and
Brandt examine hundreds of examples of human creativity through dramatic
storytelling and stunning images in this beautiful, full–color volume. By
drawing out what creative acts have in common and viewing them through
the lens of cutting–edge neuroscience, they uncover the essential elements
of this critical human ability, and encourage a more creative future for all of
us. “The Runaway Species approach[es] creativity scientifically but
sensitively, feeling its roots without pulling them out.” —The Economist

Sum-David Eagleman 2009-02-17 Sum is a stunning exploration of funny
and unexpected afterlives that have never been considered- each presented
as a vignette that offers a lens through which to see ourselves here and
now. In one afterlife you may find that God is the size of a microbe and is
unaware of your existence. In another, you work as a background character
in other people's dreams. Or you may find that the afterlife contains only
those people whom you remember. The stories in Sum are rooted in
romance, science, and awe: a mixture of death, hope, computers,
immortality, love, biology, and desire that cuts through human nature at
new and exciting angles.

Sum-David Eagleman 2009-04-24 In this startling book, David Eagleman
shows us forty possibilities of life beyond death. With wit and humanity, he
asks the key questions about existence, hope, technology and love. These
short stories are full of big ideas and bold imagination.

The Safety Net-David Eagleman 2020-06-04 The advent of the internet has
been one of the most significant technological developments in history. In
this thought-provoking and ground-breaking work David Eagleman, author
of international bestseller Sum, presents six ways in which the net saves us
from major existential threats: pandemics, poor information flow, natural
disasters, political corruption, resource depletion and economic meltdown.

The Art of the Good Life-Rolf Dobelli 2018-06-26 The indispensable new
work from the author of the international and Sunday Times bestseller The
Art of Thinking Clearly Have you ever... · Spent too long on a powerpoint
presentation? · Lost sight of what makes you happy? · Failed to reach a
long-term goal? · Become infuriated by queuing, tax or parking tickets? ·
Broken a promise you knew you'd keep? Since the dawn of civilization,
we've been asking ourselves what it means to live a good life: how should I
live, what will truly make be happy, how much should I earn, how should I
spend my time? In the absence of a single simple answer, what we need is a
toolkit of mental models, a guide to practical living. In The Art of the Good
Life, you'll find fifty-two intellectual shortcuts for wiser thinking and better
decisions, at home and at work. They may not guarantee you a good life, but
they'll give you a better chance.

Livewired-David Eagleman 2020-08-25 You will never think about your
brain in the same way again. The brain is often portrayed as an organ with
different regions dedicated to specific tasks. But that textbook model is
wrong. The brain is a dynamic system, constantly modifying its own
circuitry to match the demands of the environment and the body in which it
finds itself. If you were to zoom into the living, microscopic cosmos inside
the skull, you would witness tentacle-like extensions grasping, bumping,
sensing, searching for the right connections to establish or forego, like
denizens of a country establishing friendships, marriages, neighbourhoods,
political parties, vendettas, and social networks. It's a mysterious kind of
computational material, an organic three-dimensional textile that adjusts
itself to operate with maximum efficiency. The brain is not hardwired, David
Eagleman contends--it is livewired. With his new theory of infotropism,
Eagleman demonstrates why the fundamental principle of the brain is
information maximization: in the same way that plants grow toward light,
brains reconfigure to boost data from the outside world. Follow Eagleman
on a thrilling journey to discover how a child can function with one half of
his brain removed, how a blind man can hit a baseball via a sensor on his
tongue, how new devices and body plans can enhance our natural
capacities, how paralyzed people will soon be able to dance in thoughtcontrolled robotic suits, how we can build the next generation of devices
based on the principles of the brain, and what all this has to do with why we
dream at night.

Einstein's Dreams-Alan Lightman 2011-03-02 A modern classic, Einstein’s
Dreams is a fictional collage of stories dreamed by Albert Einstein in 1905,
about time, relativity and physics. As the defiant but sensitive young genius
is creating his theory of relativity, a new conception of time, he imagines
many possible worlds. In one, time is circular, so that people are fated to
repeat triumphs and failures over and over. In another, there is a place
where time stands still, visited by lovers and parents clinging to their
children. In another, time is a nightingale, sometimes trapped by a bell jar.
Now translated into thirty languages, Einstein’s Dreams has inspired
playwrights, dancers, musicians, and painters all over the world. In poetic
vignettes, it explores the connections between science and art, the process
of creativity, and ultimately the fragility of human existence.

Incognito-David Eagleman 2011-05-31 If the conscious mind—the part you
consider to be you—is just the tip of the iceberg, what is the rest doing? In
this sparkling and provocative new book, the renowned neuroscientist David
Eagleman navigates the depths of the subconscious brain to illuminate
surprising mysteries: Why can your foot move halfway to the brake pedal
before you become consciously aware of danger ahead? Why do you hear

The Brain-David Eagleman 2017 "The dramatic story of the brain's role in
creating our world, our experience of it, and ourselves; the basis for a PBS
television series by the bestselling David Eagleman. How does a three
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your name being mentioned in a conversation that you didn’t think you were
listening to? What do Ulysses and the credit crunch have in common? Why
did Thomas Edison electrocute an elephant in 1916? Why are people whose
names begin with J more likely to marry other people whose names begin
with J? Why is it so difficult to keep a secret? And how is it possible to get
angry at yourself—who, exactly, is mad at whom? Taking in brain damage,
plane spotting, dating, drugs, beauty, infidelity, synesthesia, criminal law,
artificial intelligence, and visual illusions, Incognito is a thrilling subsurface
exploration of the mind and all its contradictions.

The Brain by David Eagleman (Summary)-QuickRead Do you want more
free books like this? Download our app for free at
https://www.QuickRead.com/App and get access to hundreds of free book
and audiobook summaries. The Brain (2015) unlocks the key concepts of
critical neurological research in language that makes it accessible for the
average reader to discover what’s really going on in their heads. Employing
elements of neuroscience, psychology, and philosophy, David Eagleman
seeks to address the questions that have puzzled philosophers since the
onset of human existence. Tackling such questions as whether or not reality
exists and what a personality is, The Brain takes you on an intellectual
journey that is equal parts fascinating and disturbing.

Champions of Illusion-Susana Martinez-Conde 2017-10-24 In Champions
of Illusion, Susana Martinez-Conde and Stephen Macknik present a
smorgasbord of mystifying images, many selected from their Best Illusion of
the Year Contest. Whether it's false motion, tricks of perspective, or shifting
colors, Champions of Illusion is packed with adventures in perception. If
you've ever come face-to-face with an utterly bewildering illusion, you've
probably asked yourself: How is that possible? Martinez-Conde and
Macknik, who study the intersection of neuroscience, illusions, and stage
magic, explain just why you think you see the things you see.The Best
Illusion of the Year Contest draws entries from vision scientists, artists,
magicians, and mathematicians bent on creating today's most beguiling
illusions. Featuring bizarre effects and unbelievable mind tricks, along with
classic illusions and illuminating descriptions of what is actually going on in
your brain when you are deceived by visuals on the page, Champions of
Illusion is an electrifying mix of science and magic that you will not soon
forget.

Why the Net Matters-David Eagleman 2011-04-04 The advent of the
internet has been one of the most significant technological developments in
history. In this thought-provoking and groundbreaking work David
Eagleman, author of international bestseller SUM, presents six ways in
which the net saves us from major existential threats: epidemics, poor
information flow, natural disasters, political corruption, resource depletion
and economic meltdown.

The Quantity Theory of Insanity-Will Self 2012-10-16 What is there is
only a limited amount of sanity in the world and the real reason people go
mad is because somebody has to? What if a mysterious tribe in the Amazon
rainforest turn out to be the most boring people on earth? What if the
afterlife is nothing more than a London suburb, where the dead get new
flats, new jobs, and their own telephone directory? These are the sort of
truths that emerge in this collection of stories by one of England's most
gifted writers. In The Quantity Theory of Insanity, Will Self tips over the
banal surfaces of everyday existence to uncover the hideous, the hilarious,
and the bizarre. Psychiatry, anthropology, theology—and literature—will
never be the same.

Tales from Margaritaville-Jimmy Buffett 2002 The singer/songwriter
displays his gift for creating witty, laid-back Southern stories in a collection
of bizarre tales and thoughtful essays

The Music: A Novel Through Sound-Matthew Herbert 2018-04-05 In the
last hundred years – between the invention of the microphone and the
computer – music has undergone a profound revolution. No longer confined
to specifically designed instruments, we can now make music out of
anything. Why use a guitar when you can use a lawnmower? Why use a
lawnmower when you can use an explosion in Libya? The Music evokes a
shifting sonic landscape in precise detail – Chinese concrete slowly
hardening, overlaid by a splintering cassette tape in the stereo of a car midcrash. The noise of 73,984 insects hitting number plates followed by that of
a drill striking oil deep beneath the earth’s surface. Or just the silence of
two unfamiliar people as they look up at the night sky. As well as being a
description of an imagined album this novel is a manifesto for sound,
challenging how we hear the world itself, while listening to stories about
humanity and our place in that world.

All the Names They Used for God-Anjali Sachdeva 2019-04-12 "Originally
published in hardcover in slightly different form in the United States by
Spiegel & Grau, an imprint of Random House,... in 2018"--Copyright pag

New Dramaturgies-Mark Bly 2019-08-21 In New Dramaturgies: Strategies
and Exercises for 21st Century Playwriting, Mark Bly offers a new
playwriting book with nine unique play-generating exercises. These
exercises offer dramaturgical strategies and tools for confronting and
overcoming obstacles that all playwrights face. Each of the chapters
features lively commentary and participation from Bly’s former students.
They are now acclaimed writers and producers for media such as House of
Cards, Weeds, Friday Night Lights, Warrior, and The Affair, and their plays
appear onstage in major venues such as the Roundabout Theatre, Yale Rep,
and the Royal National Theatre. They share thoughts about their original
response to an exercise and why it continues to have a major impact on
their writing and mentoring today. Each chapter concludes with their
original, inventive, and provocative scene generated in response to Bly’s
exercise, providing a vivid real-life example of what the exercises can
create. Suitable for both students of playwriting and screenwriting, as well
as professionals in the field, New Dramaturgies gives readers a rare
combination of practical provocation and creative discussion.

Cross-Examined-MARK MEYNELL 2021-03-18 The crucifixion of Jesus: a
dreadful mistake? A tragic failure? Irrelevant? Absurd? An embarrassment?
The cross of Christ is, in fact, at the centre of God’s plan for men and
women. This book explains why. With freshness and clarity, Mark Meynell
explores the Bible’s teaching, to show how God himself ‘cross–examines’ us
in the death of Jesus. At the cross, God exposes our deepest need, meets it
fully and enables us to live transformed lives. This revised and expanded
edition includes new chapters on union with Christ and leadership.

The Quest of the Simple Life-William James Dawson 1907
Revelation- 1999-01-01 The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies
the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly
images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall,
the "Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an
introduction by Will Self.

Flying the Nest-Rachael Johns 2020-10-28 They say a change is as good as
a holiday...but what if you don't want either? Is her family's happiness more
important than her own? The first time Ashling Wood realises her marriage
is on the rocks is when her husband, Adrian, suggests they try nest
parenting. Heartbroken, Ash suddenly finds herself living a double life - one
week with her children, the next cohabiting with her happily single sister-inlaw. Her friends think the modern custody solution is an exciting
opportunity for her to spread her wings, but all Ash wants is her family back
together. An offer to renovate a seaside cottage seems like the perfect
distraction for Ash while waiting for Adrian to come to his senses. She's
determined to fix her marriage as well as the cottage, but life gets even
more complicated when she meets local fisherman Dan Emerson. Soon,
each home-stay becomes more dysfunctional, while for the other week Ash
enjoys the peaceful life of the beachside community. The more time Ash
spends in Ragged Point, the more she questions what she really wants. Is a
sea-change the fresh start she needs to move on? When tragedy calls Ash
back to the city, she's torn between the needs of her family and her future.
Can her family life fit in with a permanent move to the beach or could Ash's
new-found independence attract Adrian back to the nest?
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San Francisco Noir-Nathaniel Rich 2005 An entertaining survey of film
noir set in San Francisco covers The Maltese Falcon, Dark Passage, Woman
on the Run, D.O.A., Point Blank, The Conversation, Vertigo, and The Lady
from Shanghai, among others.

The Old Man and The Sea-Ernest Hemingway 2015-01-01 A short heroic
novel by Ernest Hemingway is a story that centers on an aging fisherman
who engages in an epic battle to catch a giant marlin It was published in
1952 and awarded the 1953 Pulitzer Prize for fiction. Author: Ernest
Hemingway Genre: Novel

Jitterbug Perfume-Tom Robbins 2003-06-17 Jitterbug Perfume is an epic.
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Which is to say, it begins in the forests of ancient Bohemia and doesn’t
conclude until nine o’clock tonight (Paris time). It is a saga, as well. A saga
must have a hero, and the hero of this one is a janitor with a missing bottle.
The bottle is blue, very, very old, and embossed with the image of a goathorned god. If the liquid in the bottle actually is the secret essence of the
universe, as some folks seem to think, it had better be discovered soon
because it is leaking and there is only a drop or two left.

Kalpa Imperial-AngŽlica Gorodischer 2014-01-02 Emperors, empresses,
storytellers, thievesand the Natural History of Ferrets.

The Library of Babel-Jorge Luis Borges 2000 "Not many living artists
would be sufficiently brave or inspired to attempt reflecting in art what
Borges constructs in words. But the detailed, evocative etchings by Erik
Desmazieres provide a perfect counterpoint to the visionary prose. Like
Borges, Desmazieres has created his own universe, his own definition of the
meaning, topography and geography of the Library of Babel. Printed
together, with the etchings reproduced in fine-line duotone, text and art
unite to present an artist's book that belongs in the circle of Borges's
sacrosanct Crimson Hexagon - "books smaller than natural books, books
omnipotent, illustrated, and magical.""--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

The Forty Rules of Love-Elif Shafak 2010-02-18 In this lyrical, exuberant
follow-up to her novel The Bastard of Istanbul, acclaimed Turkish author Elif
Shafak incarnates Rumi's timeless message of love The Forty Rules of Love
unfolds two tantalizing parallel narratives—one contemporary and the other
set in the thirteenth century, when Rumi encountered his spiritual mentor,
the whirling dervish known as Shams of Tabriz—that together explore the
enduring power of Rumi's work. Ella Rubenstein is forty years old and
unhappily married when she takes a job as a reader for a literary agent. Her
first assignment is to read and report on Sweet Blasphemy, a novel written
by a man named Aziz Zahara. Ella is mesmerized by his tale of Shams's
search for Rumi and the dervish's role in transforming the successful but
unhappy cleric into a committed mystic, passionate poet, and advocate of
love. She is also taken with Shams's lessons, or rules, that offer insight into
an ancient philosophy based on the unity of all people and religions, and the
presence of love in each and every one of us. As she reads on, she realizes
that Rumi's story mirrors her own and that Zahara—like Shams—has come
to set her free.

The Secret Language of Cells-Jon Lieff, MD 2020-09-22 Your cells are
talking about you. Right now, both your inner and outer worlds are abuzz
with chatter among living cells of every possible kind—from those in your
body and brain to those in the environment around you. From electrical
alerts to chemical codes, the greatest secret of modern biology, hiding in
plain sight, is that all of life’s activity boils down to one thing: conversation.
While cells are commonly considered the building block of living things, it is
actually the communication between cells that brings us to life, controlling
our bodies and brains, determining whether we are healthy or sick, and
directly influencing how we think, feel, and behave. In The Secret Language
of Cells, doctor and neuroscientist Jon Lieff lets us listen in on these
conversations, and reveals their significance for everything from mental
health to cancer. He explains the surprising science of how very different
cells—bacteria and brain cells, blood cells and viruses—all speak the same
language. This overarching principle has been long overlooked because
scientific journals use impenetrable jargon that makes it hard to be
understood across disciplines, much less by the general public. Lieff
presents a fascinating and accessible look into cellular communication
science—a groundbreaking and comprehensive exploration of this biological
phenomenon. In these pages, discover the intriguing lives of cells as they
ask questions, get answers, give feedback, gather information, call for each
other, and make complex decisions. During infections, immune T-cells tell
brain cells that we should “feel sick” and lie down. Cancer cells warn their
community about immune and microbe attacks. Gut cells talk with microbes
to determine which are friends and which are enemies, and microbes talk
with each other and with much more complicated human cells in ways that
determine which medicines work and which will fail. With applications for
immunity, chronic pain, weight loss, depression, cancer treatment, and
virtually every aspect of health and biology, cellular communication is
revolutionizing our understanding not just of disease, but of life itself. The
Secret Language of Cells is required reading for anyone interested in
following the conversation.

The Accidental Universe-Alan Lightman 2014-01-14 In The Accidental
Universe, physicist and novelist Alan Lightman explores the emotional and
philosophical questions raised by discoveries in science, focusing most
intently on the human condition and the needs of humankind. Here, in a
collection of exhilarating essays, Lightman shows us our own universe from
a series of fascinating and diverse perspectives. He takes on the difficult
dialogue between science and religion; the conflict between our human
desire for permanence and the impermanence of nature; the possibility that
our universe is simply an accident; the manner in which modern technology
has divorced us from enjoying a direct experience of the world; and our
resistance to the view that our bodies and minds can be explained by
scientific logic and laws alone. With his customary passion, precision,
lyricism and imagination, in The Accidental Universe Alan Lightman leaves
us with the suggestion - heady and humbling - that what we see and
understand of the world and ourselves is only a tiny piece of the
extraordinary, perhaps unfathomable whole. Praise for Alan Lightman: '...a
gem of a novel that is strange witty erudite and alive with Lightman's
playful genius.' Junot Diaz. 'It would not seem possible for Alan Lightman to
match his earlier tour de force, Einstein's Dreams, but in Mr g he has done
so - with wit, imagination, and transcendent beauty.' Anita Desai.

What If...-Peg Tittle 2016-05-23 What If. . .Collected Thought Experiments
in Philosophy is a brief collection of over 100 classic and contemporary
“thought experiments,” each exploring an important philosophical
argument. These thought experiments introduce students to the kind of
disciplined thought required in philosophy, and awaken their intellectual
curiosity. Featuring a clear and conversational writing style that doesn't
dilute the ideas, the value of the book is in its simplicity–in both format and
tone. Each thought experiment is accompanied by commentary from the
author that explains its importance and provides thought-provoking
questions, all encapsulated on two pages.

Brain and Behavior-David Eagleman 2015-12-15 Brain and Behavior
addresses the central aims of cognitive neuroscience, examining the brain
not only by its components but also by its functions. Emphasizing the
dynamically changing nature of the brain, the text highlights the principles,
discoveries, and remaining mysteries of moderncognitive neuroscience to
give students a firm grounding in this fascinating subject.

A Million Windows-Gerald Murnane 2016-04-15 “The house of fiction,”
wrote Henry James, “has . . . not one window, but a million.” In this, his
latest work, Gerald Murnane, one of Australia’s most acclaimed
contemporary authors, takes these words as his starting point, and asks:
Who, exactly, are that house’s residents, and what do they see from their
respective rooms? His answer, A Million Windows, is a gorgeous (if
unsettling) investigation into the glories and pitfalls of storytelling.
Focusing on the importance of trust and the inevitability of betrayal in
writing as in life, its nested stories explore the fraught relationships
between author and reader, child and parent, boyfriend and girlfriend,
husband and wife. Murnane’s fiction is woven from images-the reflections of
the setting sun on distant windowpanes, seemingly limitless grasslands, a
procession of dark-haired women, a clearing in a forest, the colors indigo
and silver-grey, and the mysterious death of a young woman-which build to
an emotional crescendo that is all the more powerful for the intricacy of its
patterning.

Dethronement-David Eagleman 2007-10-15

Egyptian Myths-J.K. Jackson 2018-12-15 The Myths of Ancient Egypt are
tied intimately to the presence and natural rhythms of the Nile. With their
animalistic mythology, the Egyptians explained the effects of famine,
harvest, floods and death by creating a pantheon of gods that still holds our
fascination today. This new book of classic tales brings the stories of the
ancients to life, from the birth of creation by Ra, the sun god, to the murder
of Osiris, and the revenge of Horus. We gain glimpses of the underworld
and the afterlife, as the rulers of Egypt claimed lineage from the Gods both
worshipped and fashioned by the people of Egypt, at a time when
humankind had begun to shape the world around it. FLAME TREE 451:
From mystery to crime, supernatural to horror and myth, fantasy and
science fiction, Flame Tree 451 offers a healthy diet of werewolves and
mechanical men, blood-lusty vampires, dastardly villains, mad scientists,
secret worlds, lost civilizations and escapist fantasies. Discover a storehouse
of tales gathered specifically for the reader of the fantastic.
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Tamarisk Row-Gerald Murnane 2008-01-01 First published in 1974, and
out of print for almost twenty years, Tamarisk Row is Gerald Murnane's first
novel, and in many respects his masterpiece, an unsparing evocation of a
Catholic childhood in a Victorian country town in the late 1940s.
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and thieves and get in plenty of trouble along the way. Follow Huck's
coming-of-age journey in the Calico Illustrated Classics adaptation of
Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Calico Chapter Books is an
imprint of Magic Wagon, a division of ABDO Group. Grades 3-8.

Elsewhere Home-Leila Aboulela 2019-02-12 Since her award-winning
debut novel, Minaret, Leila Aboulela has been praised by J.M. Coetzee, Ali
Smith, Aminatta Forna, and Anthony Marra among others for her rich and
nuanced depictions of Islamic spiritual and political life. Her latest
collection, Elsewhere, Home, draws us ineluctably into the lives of
immigrants at home and abroad as they forge new identities and reshape
old ones. A young woman’s encounter with a former classmate elicits
painful reminders of her former life in Khartoum. A wealthy young Sudanese
woman studying in Aberdeen begins an unlikely friendship with one of her
Scottish classmates. A woman experiences an evolving relationship to her
favorite writer, whose portrait of their shared culture both reflects and
conflicts with her own sense of identity. Shuttling between the dusty, sunbaked streets of Khartoum and the university halls and cramped apartments
of Aberdeen and London, Elsewhere, Home explores, with subtlety and
restraint, the profound feelings of yearning, loss, and alienation that come
with leaving one’s homeland in pursuit of a different life.

Wednesday Is Indigo Blue-Richard E. Cytowic 2011-09-30 How the
extraordinary multisensory phenomenon of synesthesia has changed our
traditional view of the brain. A person with synesthesia might feel the flavor
of food on her fingertips, sense the letter “J” as shimmering magenta or the
number “5” as emerald green, hear and taste her husband's voice as buttery
golden brown. Synesthetes rarely talk about their peculiar sensory
gift—believing either that everyone else senses the world exactly as they do,
or that no one else does. Yet synesthesia occurs in one in twenty people,
and is even more common among artists. One famous synesthete was
novelist Vladimir Nabokov, who insisted as a toddler that the colors on his
wooden alphabet blocks were “all wrong.” His mother understood exactly
what he meant because she, too, had synesthesia. Nabokov's son Dmitri,
who recounts this tale in the afterword to this book, is also a
synesthete—further illustrating how synesthesia runs in families. In
Wednesday Is Indigo Blue, pioneering researcher Richard Cytowic and
distinguished neuroscientist David Eagleman explain the neuroscience and
genetics behind synesthesia's multisensory experiences. Because
synesthesia contradicted existing theory, Cytowic spent twenty years
persuading colleagues that it was a real—and important—brain
phenomenon rather than a mere curiosity. Today scientists in fifteen
countries are exploring synesthesia and how it is changing the traditional
view of how the brain works. Cytowic and Eagleman argue that perception
is already multisensory, though for most of us its multiple dimensions exist
beyond the reach of consciousness. Reality, they point out, is more
subjective than most people realize. No mere curiosity, synesthesia is a
window on the mind and brain, highlighting the amazing differences in the
way people see the world.

Leonard and Hungry Paul-Ronan Hession 2021-05-11 A disarming novel
that asks a simple question: Can gentle people change the world? In this
charming and truly unique debut, popular Irish musician Ronan Hession
tells the story of two single, thirty-something men who still live with their
parents and who are . . . nice. They take care of their parents and play
board games together. They like to read. They take satisfaction from their
work. They are resolutely kind. And they realize that none of this is
considered . . . normal. Leonard and Hungry Paul is the story of two friends
struggling to protect their understanding of what's meaningful in life. It is
about the uncelebrated people of this world -- the gentle, the meek, the
humble. And as they struggle to persevere, the book asks a surprisingly
enthralling question: Is it really them against the world, or are they on to
something?

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn-Mark Twain 2010-01-01 In Mark
Twain's classic tale of friendship and adventure, Huckleberry Finn escapes
his evil, drunken father, befriends a runaway slave named Jim, and sails the
Mississippi River! As Huck and Jim sail to freedom, they encounter con men
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